
Reach Out and Read Colorado 

Overview for Clinics  



What is Reach Out 
and Read Colorado?

Reach Out and Read Colorado (RORCO) 
partners with healthcare providers to 

improve school readiness and 
social-emotional skills through trusted 

literacy guidance and reading together.

25+ YEARS MORE THAN 325
 pediatric clinics 

across the state

ALL 64
     countiesin Colorado





The Impact is Life-Changing 
• Participating families demonstrated 

higher attendance rates for well 
visits

• 2.5X more likely to read together
• Creates space for healthy, strong 

bonds from infancy
• Accelerated language development by 

3-6 months, increased receptive 
language

• Fosters resilience and reduces toxic 
stress

• Contributes to academic success, 
specifically kindergarten readiness

• Greater retention of providers due to 
increased provider satisfaction

• Lower rates of maternal depression
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Program Components



Well-Child Visits

At every well-child visit starting at 2 weeks through age 5, 
the provider gives a developmentally appropriate brand new 
book, along with guidance to caregivers about the 
importance of reading together every day. 



A glimpse into the program… 

As you watch this 
video, think about 
how you see the 
book being 
incorporated into 
the visit. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrUbYHJf1Eo&t=35s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lrUbYHJf1Eo&t=7s


Workflow in Your Clinic: Ordering Books

● Who orders books? Typically this is the 
ROR Primary Contact/Site Coordinator.

● If anyone in the clinic notices that book stock is low, alert the Site 
Coordinator. Books can take 3-4 weeks to arrive after an order is 
placed. 

● When? Order on a frequency that works for your clinic (monthly, 
quarterly, bi-annually, etc). And if you run low in between, go 
ahead and place another order. 

● Providers can give feedback about which books 
families like the most.



Workflow in Your Clinic: 
Organizing and Tracking Books
● Books should be organized and 

shelved by age and language. 

● You are required to track the number of 
new books that are handed out at your 
clinic. Some example ways to track 
include via EMR, a tally system, or 
bookmark. 

● Reach Out and Read Colorado needs 
book tracking data organized by two 
general age categories: 0-5 months 
and 6 months-5 years.



Workflow in Your Clinic: 
How the Book Gets from the Shelves to the Child  
Every child should receive a brand-new book during 
each well-child visit from 2 weeks through 5 years. 

Who pulls the book in your clinic?
● An MA? Front desk staff? The provider? 

Anyone can pull the book to prepare for the visit.

Who gives the book to the family?
● The provider who is conducting the well-child visit must be the 

one who gives the book to the family and promotes reading at 
home. 

*At the end of the visit, the family takes the book home 
to read together.  



Literacy-Rich Clinic Environment   
● RORCO can provide gently used/

donated books for your clinic.
○ These can be given to any child age 0-18 

who comes into the clinic.
○

● RORCO can also provide wall clings with family 
reading tips, bookmarks, and stickers to help 
you create a literacy-rich environment.

You can keep these books 
in your waiting room 
and/or exam rooms for 
families to enjoy and take 
home. You can also keep 
these books in the back to 
give to siblings, during sick 
visits, etc.  



To see an overview of the program in action…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nffi-n_HR7o&list=PLP_pdG1A03h0X-fxuEnRTsNzTXs3n9hAg&index=8
https://youtu.be/nffi-n_HR7o?si=ByBMIsDb-Y1jBgZj


REACHOUTANDREADCO.ORG

Questions? Comments?

Thank you for all you do to 
ensure every child is read aloud 

to every day to build strong 
foundations for success! 


